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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO 
 

 
Date:  Wednesday, December 9, 2020 
Time:  6:00 pm 
Location: https://ucsd.zoom.us/j/96806228131 
 
 

Order of Business 
Roll Call 
 
Public Input 
 
Special Presentations 
 

1 Special Presentation by Aidan Arasasingham regarding the History, Mission, and 2020-
2021 Goals of the UC Student Association	

2 Special Presentation by CALPIRG Students regarding CALPIRG Students Fall Quarter 
Program Update	

Reports of External News 
 
Reports of Senator Projects 
 
Reports of AS Senators 
 
Reports of AS Offices 
  
Question Time  
 
Reports of Standing Committees 
 
Reports of External Committees 
 
Committee Question Time 
 
Discussion Items 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 1 HR Committee Charter. Sponsored by Corliss Lam (Attachment 1) 
 
New Business 
 
Open Forum 
 




To   the   UC   San   Diego   Community   


October   30,   2020   


Subject :   ASUCSD   Global   Human   Rights   and   Freedom   Committee  


For   the   past   10   years,   civic   freedoms   have   been   on   the   decline   globally. 1    Out   of   113   countries  
surveyed   in   2018   by   Rule   of   Law   Index 2 ,   fundamental   human   rights   are   reported   to   have   
plummeted   in   two-thirds   of   those   countries.   Everywhere,   basic   human   rights   are   in   peril.     


One   of   UC   San   Diego’s   goals   is   to   drive   “economic   development,   shared   prosperity,   and   social   
and   cultural   enrichment   regionally   and   globally.” 3    To   push   this   drive,   global   affairs   must   be   made  
aware   to   the   student   body.   However,   there   is   currently   a   lack   of   substantial   efforts   by   ASUCSD   
to   do   so.   UCSD   is   growing   rapidly   on   the   world   stage.   It   is   not   only   the   best   public   institution   in   
the   country 4 ,   but   also   one   of   the   best   public   institutions   in   the   world. 5    If   UCSD   is   to   cultivate   a   
future   generation   of   world   leaders,   innovators,   and   changemakers   to   create   a   better   future   and   
lead   internationally,   it   is   imperative   to   foster   enlightenment.   This   committee   is   to   ensure   the   
generation   of   such   enlightenment.     


Furthermore,   ASUCSD   owes   this   to   its   constituents.   UCSD   is   host   to   diverse   communities   of   
students   from   around   the   world   and   not   every   community   or   group   has   the   prerogative   of   having  
representation   in   AS.   Currently,   a   platform   to   advocate   for   such   groups   does   not   exist.   The   
creation   of   this   committee   is   necessary   to   ameliorate   this   shortcoming.     


This   is   not   about   politics,   partisanship,   nor   individual   interest.   Rather,   this   is   about   the   exchange   
of   information   and   advocacy   in   the   hopes   of   fostering   empathy   and   positive   change,   and   to   unite  
our   student   body   in   the   fight   for   a   more   free   and   prosperous   future   for   humankind   everywhere.     


1   https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/12/decline-of-human-rights-civic-spaces/  
2


https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2018/jan/31/human-rights-new-rule-of-law-index-reveals-global-fall-basic-j 
ustice#:~:text=Fundamental%20human%20rights%20are%20reported,retreat%20from%20international%20legal%2 
0obligations.   
3   https://plan.ucsd.edu/documents/uc-san-diego-mvg.pdf   
4


https://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/pressrelease/uc-san-diego-again-named-no-1-by-washington-monthly-for-serving-the-pub 
lic-interest   
5   https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-california-san-diego   







To   ensure   the   advancement   in   the   knowledge   of   global   affairs   at   UCSD   and   to   further   represent  
UCSD   students,   the   charge   of   this   committee   is:   


● To   identify   issues   or   concerns   relating   to   international   human   rights   and   freedom
affecting   any   groups   on   campus.


● To   respond,   advocate,   and   take   appropriate   action   for   the   needs   of   the   groups   affected   by
such   issues   or   concerns,   including,   but   not   limited   to   advocating   for   specific   academic
accommodations,   meeting   with   affected   students,   recommending   campus   resources,
liaising   with   various   UCSD   departments,   directing   aid   for   students   whose   financial
capabilities   are   affected,   and   commissioning   events   &   partnerships   with   affected   groups.


● To   inform   the   UCSD   community,   particularly   UCSD   students,   about   the   condition   of
such   issues   and   concerns   with   a   neutral   and   informative   approach   through   different
platforms.


● To   advise   and   make   recommendations   to   appropriate   campus   areas   and   related   offices
regarding   policies   and   procedures   that   shall   support   students   affected   by   such   crises   and
improve   their   conditions.


● To   provide   a   space   for   collective   action   and    specialization   of   tasks   among   ASUCSD
members,   with   the   aims   of   ensuring   efficiency   and   efficacy   in   fulfilling   the   charge   of   this
committee.


Issues   or   concerns   that   qualify   to   be   considered   by   this   committee   must   satisfy   the   following  
requirements:   


● The   issue   or   concern   must   be   occurring   outside   of   the   United   States   of   America.
● The   issue   or   concern   must   violate   at   least   one   article   of   the   United   Nations’    Universal


Declaration   of   Human   Rights . 6 


● The   issue   or   concern   must   be   related   to,   or   affect,   at   least   one   undergraduate   student
enrolled   in   UCSD.


○ The   relation   to   the   issue   or   concern   can   be   established   through,   either:
■ Correspondence   between   a   student’s   citizenship,   background,   or   place   of


residence/origin   and   the   location   of   the   issue   or   concern,   or
■ A   student’s   personal   connection   to   the   issue   or   concern.


6  https://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr_booklet_en_web.pdf?  







Members   
The   Global   Human   Rights   and   Freedom   Committee   shall   be   comprised   of,   at   least,   the   following  
fundamental   members:     


● At   least   1   Associated   Students   International   Senator
● At   least   2   Associated   Students   College   Senators   from   different   colleges
● At   least   1   Associated   Students   Non-College   Senator
● At   least   1   representative   from   the   Associated   Students   Office   of   External   Affairs,   not


excluding   the   Vice-President   of   that   office
● At   least   1   representative   from   the   Associated   Students   Office   of   Equity,   Diversity,   and


Inclusion,   not   excluding   the   Vice-President   of   that   office


Anyone   who   holds   a   position   from   the   list   above   and   wants   to   be   a   fundamental   member   is   
eligible.   The   fundamental   memberships   shall   be   filled   whenever   a   vacancy   arises.   Committee   
membership   from   non-fundamental   members,   who   are   part   of   ASUCSD,   is   strongly   welcomed.  
All   committee   members   have   voting   rights.     


Meetings     
The   creator   of   this   charter   shall   serve   as   the   committee   chair   for   the   remainder   of   the   2020-2021   
term   to   set   up   the   framework   that   shall   guide   the   operations   of   this   committee.   After   said   person   
has   finished   her   term,   a   committee   chair,   chosen   from   among   the   fundamental   members,   shall  be   
appointed   every   academic   year,   through   a   vote   in   senate   by   week   1   of   fall   quarter.   The   
fundamental   member   with   the   most   votes   shall   be   appointed.   In   the   case   when   a   committee   chair   
has   not   been   appointed,   a   fundamental   member   shall   act   as   the   committee   chair   until   an   
appointment   has   been   made.   The   acting   committee   chair   will   be   chosen   through   a   vote   by   all   
committee   members.   The   fundamental   member   with   the   most   votes   shall   be   appointed.   The   
committee   chair   shall   be   responsible   for   the   committee   agenda   and   for   convening   the   committee.  


This   committee   shall   convene   on   a   weekly   basis   throughout   the   academic   year.   In   the   case   where  
an   urgent   issue   or   concern   arises   and   a   committee   member   deems   additional   meeting(s)   
necessary,   an   emergency   convention   can   be   initiated   through   a   super-majority   vote   by   
fundamental   members   of   the   committee.     
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Roll Call 
 
Written Reports 

Bills in Committee 
 
Finance Committee 
 
 F1 Allocation of Confidential Amount from Unallocated Funds to New York Times 
Partnership. Sponsored by Kimberly Giangtran. 

Legislative Committee  

 


